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Third Doctrine: God is OmnipotentThird Doctrine: God is Omnipotent

§§54 In the conception of the divine Omnipotence 54 In the conception of the divine Omnipotence 
two ideas are contained: first, that the entire two ideas are contained: first, that the entire 
system of Nature, comprehending all times and system of Nature, comprehending all times and 
spaces, is founded upon divine causality, which spaces, is founded upon divine causality, which 
as eternal and omnipresent is in contrast to all as eternal and omnipresent is in contrast to all 
finite causality; and second, that the divine finite causality; and second, that the divine 
causality, as affirmed in our feeling of absolute causality, as affirmed in our feeling of absolute 
dependence, is completely presented in the dependence, is completely presented in the 
totality of finite being, and consequently totality of finite being, and consequently 
everything for which there is a causality in God everything for which there is a causality in God 
happens and becomes real.happens and becomes real.
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Fourth Doctrine: God is OmniscientFourth Doctrine: God is Omniscient

§§55 By the divine Omniscience is to be 55 By the divine Omniscience is to be 

understood the absolute spirituality of the understood the absolute spirituality of the 

divine Omnipotence. divine Omnipotence. 
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First Doctrine: God is EternalFirst Doctrine: God is Eternal

§§52 By the Eternity of God we understand 52 By the Eternity of God we understand 

the absolutely timeless causality of God, the absolutely timeless causality of God, 

which conditions not only all that is which conditions not only all that is 

temporal, but time itself as well.temporal, but time itself as well.
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Second Doctrine: God is Second Doctrine: God is 
OmnipresentOmnipresent

§§53 By the Omnipresence of God we 53 By the Omnipresence of God we 

understand the absolutely spaceunderstand the absolutely space--less less 

causality of God, which conditions not only causality of God, which conditions not only 

all that is spatial, but space itself as well. all that is spatial, but space itself as well. 
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First Doctrine: God is HolyFirst Doctrine: God is Holy

§§83 By the holiness of God we understand 83 By the holiness of God we understand 

that divine causality through which in all that divine causality through which in all 

corporate human life conscience is found corporate human life conscience is found 

conjoined with the need of redemption.conjoined with the need of redemption.
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Second Doctrine: God is JustSecond Doctrine: God is Just

§§84 The justice of God is that divine 84 The justice of God is that divine 

causality through which in the state of causality through which in the state of 

universal sinfulness there is ordained a universal sinfulness there is ordained a 

connection between evil and actual sin. connection between evil and actual sin. 
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First Doctrine: The Divine LoveFirst Doctrine: The Divine Love

§§166 The divine love as the attribute in 166 The divine love as the attribute in 

virtue of which the divine nature imparts virtue of which the divine nature imparts 

itself, is seen in the work of redemption.itself, is seen in the work of redemption.

§§167 God is love (1 John 4:16)167 God is love (1 John 4:16)
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Second Doctrine: The Divine Second Doctrine: The Divine 
WisdomWisdom

§§168 The divine wisdom is the principle which 168 The divine wisdom is the principle which 

orders and determines the world for the divine orders and determines the world for the divine 

selfself--imparting which is evinced in redemption.imparting which is evinced in redemption.

§§169 Theorem 169 Theorem –– The divine wisdom is the The divine wisdom is the 
ground in virtue of which the world, as the ground in virtue of which the world, as the 
scene of redemption, is also the absolute scene of redemption, is also the absolute 
revelation of the Supreme Being, and is revelation of the Supreme Being, and is 
therefore good. therefore good. 
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Love and WisdomLove and Wisdom

Love are Wisdom are moral attributesLove are Wisdom are moral attributes

Christian features of Love and WisdomChristian features of Love and Wisdom

God is LoveGod is Love
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Bernard Bernard LonerganLonergan

““The Trinity is a matter of five properties,The Trinity is a matter of five properties,

four relations, four relations, 

three persons, three persons, 

two processions, two processions, 

one substance, one substance, 

and no understanding!and no understanding!””
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Three PropositionsThree Propositions

1.1. Not an immediate utteranceNot an immediate utterance
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Three PropositionsThree Propositions
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3.3. Doctrine not finally settled (Doctrine not finally settled (§§172)172)
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AthanasiusAthanasius

Against AriusAgainst Arius
““The Son was not The Son was not 
alwaysalways””

Against Against ModalismModalism
HomoousiosHomoousios –– the the 
Son if of the same Son if of the same 
essence as the essence as the 
Father.Father.
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